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years of age enjoyed the right to vote) and larger political rights for 
women. To become effective this constitutional amendment must 
again be passed by a two-thirds vote after a general election. — On 
December 15 Vice-President Edmund Schutlhess was elected presi- 
dent of the Swiss Confederation for the year 1917 and M. Galonder 
was chosen vice-president of the Federal Council. A member of the 
Federal Council, M. Hoffmann, tendered his resignation in June as a 
result of the unpleasant notoriety he had gained by his futile efforts 
to promote peace negotiations between Germany and Russia. 

VII. ASIA AND AFRICA. 
CHINA. — The perturbations of the Chinese republic were by no 
means ended with the death of Yuan Shih-kai (see last Record, p. 69). 
To be sure, Yuan's successor in the presidency, General Li Yuan-hung, 
a liberal from middle China, proved his sincere republicanism by re- 
opening, on August 1, the republican parliament which Yuan had 
arbitrarily suspended in 1914, and by endeavoring to harmonize the 
discordant factions by forming a coalition cabinet. Against Presi- 
dent Li, however, provincial military governors and generals, particu- 
larly in the northern provinces, were busily conspiring to revive the 
defunct Manchu empire. In the face of this menace the republicans 
themselves were disunited. The Conservative northern or militarist 
party, recruited chiefly from the old governing classes in North China, 
and led by Premier Tuan Chi-jui, was determined to dominate the 
republic in defiance of parliamentary Radicals. On the other hand, 
the Radical republicans (organized in the party called Kwo-min-tang), 
representing the " solid South " of Chinese democracy, uncompro- 
misingly insisted that they should exercise the control of the govern- 
ment. Their candidate for the premiership, Tang Shao-yi, preferred 
to resign the portfolio of foreign affairs, which had been assigned to 
him in the coalition cabinet, rather than to serve in a subordinate 
capacity under his rival, Premier Tuan Chi-jui. Moreover, the Radical 
majority in parliament so stubbornly opposed Tuan's attempts to re- 
place republicans by Conservatives in the cabinet, that vexatious con- 
flicts arose between parliament and premier, and seventeen military 
governors telegraphed to President Li Yuan-hung threatening insur- 
rection if the premier were not given full authority over his own 
cabinet, without interference from parliament.— The feud was further 
embittered by disputes over foreign policy. Foreign Minister Wu 
Ting-fang, appointed in November, was accused of weakness in his 
dealings with Japan (see International Relations, supra, p. 27), as well 
as in his futile efforts to obtain satisfactory amends for the massacre 
of several hundred Chinese by Russian Cossacks at Kaahu (Sinkiang) 
and for the seizure by French troops of a square mile of Chinese 
territory adjoining the French concession at Tientsin. Furthermore, 
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in the negotiation of foreign loans, a clique of pro-Japanese Conser- 
vatives favored Japan, whereas the Radicals inclined toward America 
and were gratified by the award of a very important contract (to 
build 700 miles of railway, with an option on 1500 miles in addition, 
at $50,000 a mile, and to rebuild the Grand Canal) to the American In- 
ternational Corporation. Most embarrassing of all was the question of 
intervention in the war. When the German government inaugurated 
its ruthless submarine campaign and began to sink liners bearing Chi- 
nese coolies to France, Premier Tuan Chi-jui and his cabinet proposed 
action. The president opposed it. The premier resigned. But three 
days later President Li Yuan-hung yielded, and Tuan, returning to 
power, severed diplomatic relations with Germany on March 14. 
After taking this step, the Chinese government formally requested 
the Entente Powers and the United States to sanction (a) the suspen- 
sion of the Boxer indemnity payments, (b) an increase in import 
duties above the stipulated five per cent ad valorem, and (c) the post- 
ing of Chinese troops at Tientsin, along the Tientsin-Peking Railway, 
and in the legation quarter. In May, Premier Tuan Chi-jui asked 
parliament to authorize a declaration of war against Germany. The 
parliamentary majority, however, obstinately refused to precipitate 
China into the Great War as long as Tuan Chi-jui remained premier, 
for it was feared that he would use the war simply as an excuse for 
suspending constitutional liberties and intrenching the militarist Con- 
servative party in power. President Li Yuan-hung, siding with par- 
liament, openly defied the northern military party by dismissing Tuan 
from the premiership, May 23. Here was the opportunity for which 
the extreme reactionaries and monarchists had long been sighing. 
With the aid of other conspirators, the powerful military governor of 
Anhwei province, General Chang Hsun, effected a reactionary coup 
d'etat. On June 2 he set up a provisional government at Tientsin and 
demanded that parliament be dismissed. When President Li Yuan- 
hung refused, General Chang sent his troops to occupy Peking and 
restored the boy emperor H'suan Tung, who had been deposed in 
1912. The edict announcing the restoration of the Manchu Empire, 
July 3, abrogated most of the reforms accomplished by the revolution 
and conferred a dukedom on Li Yuan-hung in lieu of the presidency. 
General Chang Hsun as " grand secretary " became head of the im- 
perial ministry. His triumph was short-lived. Loyal republican 
armies, rallying to the standard raised by General Feng Kwo-Chang 
(who had been elected vice-president in October and now became 
president, July 6) and General Tuan Chi-jui (again premier) marched 
against Peking, rounded up the remnants of Chang's army in the 
Temple of Heaven, and overturned the empire, July 8-12. The repub- 
lican government had hardly been restored in Peking before mutiny 
broke out in the navy. 
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JAPAN. — The resignation of Marquis Shigenobu Okuma as prime 
minister, October 3, was in reality due to the dissatisfaction of the 
anti-democratic elements in the House of Peers, although his ad- 
vanced age (78) was the ostensible reason. As his successor, the re- 
tiring premier recommended his loyal supporter Viscount Takaaki 
Kato, a spokesman of the Liberal majority bloc in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; but the conservative Elder Statesmen, Prince Yamagata, 
Marquis Matsukata, Prince Oyama, and Marquis Saionji, persuaded 
the emperor to appoint a trustworthy conservative, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Count Seiki Terauchi, and scoffed at the ideas of ministerial re- 
sponsibility and party government. The fact that Count Terauchi had 
been remarkably energetic as minister of war and subsequently as 
the first governor-general of Korea might have afforded a basis for 
the conclusion that his appointment to the premiership was a triumph 
for militaristic and imperialistic tendencies in Japan. However, the 
new premier was at great pains to explain that he did not intend to 
" wave the sword," and that he was a loyal friend of the Allies and 
the United States. The majority in the House of Representatives 
was so loud in its denunciation of the new cabinet that Count Terau- 
chi abruptly dissolved parliament in January. Elections for the new 
House of Representatives were held on April 20. So indifferent was 
the country to the constitutional issue, or it may be so effective was 
the governmental influence brought to bear on the elections, that the 
constitutionalist opposition bloc returned crestfallen with only 161 
seats, while supporters of Terauchi numbered 217. Prince Hirohito, 
elder son of Emperor Yoshihito, was ceremonially installed as crown 
prince and heir to the throne and invested with the sacred sword, on 
November 3. (See also European and Asiatic Relations, p. 27; China, 
supra, p. 76.) 

TURKEY IN ASIA. — The rebellious Grand Shereef of Mecca, 
Hussein Ben Ali, who had revolted in June against Turkish rule, was 
reported in January to have established an independent Arab " King- 
dom of the Hedjaz" (a region about 100,000 square miles in area on 
the eastern coast of the Red Sea). — General Maude, commander of the 
British forces invading Mesopotamia, issued an interesting manifesto 
"to the people of Bagdad Vilayet," exhorting the Arabs to revolt 
against Turkey and to participate in their own government in colla- 
boration with British officials, " so that you may be united with your 
kinsmen in north, east, south, and west in realizing the aspirations of 
your race." 

OTHER ASIATIC AND AFRICAN STATES.— In September Lidj 
Jeassu, the emperor of Abyssinia, was deposed by his aunt Ouizero 
Zeoditu, the daughter of the late Emperor Menelik. The forces re- 
maining loyal to Lidj Jeassu were utterly routed in October by 
Italian and Abyssinian troops, and the father of Lidj Jeassu, Ras 
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Mikhael, was captured. The new government was promptly recog- 
nized by the Allies. Lidj Jeassu himself took refuge in the fortified 
town of Magdala. — A native revolt in the Dutch East Indies attained 
to formidable proportions in the fall, and was with difficulty sup- 
pressed. — In Persia a Moderate cabinet, favorable to the Allies, was 
formed in August by Vossuk-el-Dowleh (see also Turkish Fronts, 
supra, p. 8). — On July 22 the absolute monarchy of Slam declared 
war against Germany and Austria-Hungary, in defense of "the sanc- 
tity of international rights." 

Edward M. Sait. 

Parker Thomas Moon. 



